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11 February 2011
Dear Sir/Madam

LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT – FUNDING SUPPORT 2011/12

I am writing to invite bids for funding support for air quality purposes in 2011/12.

Under the Concordat signed by the Scottish Ministers and the COSLA presidential team in November 2007, a number of specific capital grants, including the air quality monitoring grant, were rolled up into a single grant called General Capital Grant.  From 2008/09 onwards the resource has been allocated direct to local authorities, rather than being subject to an application process as previously.  As the money is no longer ring fenced it will be for individual authorities to use their allocation to ensure that their Single Outcome Agreement is delivered and to contribute to the National Strategic Objectives and Purpose.

Previously, the Scottish Government used the air quality monitoring grant to fund routine activities under the Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) regime, such as:

· routine monitoring;

· equipment upgrades, maintenance and relocation costs;

· any servicing, data analysis etc. not covered by the separate Scottish air quality database project;

· production of review and assessment reports; and

· routine modelling and emissions inventories.

Local authorities are expected to ensure that they fulfil their statutory LAQM obligations under the 1995 Environment Act and associated regulations in relation to the above activities.

However, the Scottish Government continues to provide funding for work associated with Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) and air quality action plans.   A total of £0.5m is available in 2011/12 for this purpose.  Examples of activities for which funding applications will be considered include:

· work associated with AQMA declaration and/or action plan production;

· new monitoring needed to determine AQMA declaration requirements or as part of a further assessment;

· modelling and emissions inventories for new or existing AQMAS; and

· further work within existing AQMAs e.g. for extension or revocation.

Funding provided through the Scottish air quality database project will continue to be administered separately and local authorities will be informed about the arrangements for 2011/12 in due course.  The funding scheme specifically for air quality action plan measures also continues, and details of this are provided in a separate letter.

Further details are provided in the following annex.  Local authorities should submit bids by 7 March 2011.

Completed applications, should be returned, preferably by email, to:

 andrew.taylor2@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

or by post to:

Andrew Taylor

Scottish Government – Rural & Environment Directorate

Environmental Quality Division

Area 1-H(N) Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

Following receipt of applications, bids will be assessed against the criteria, having regard to all the information and to the available resources.  Letters notifying offers of funding to successful authorities will be issued around the end of March/early April.  Any funding award will be subject to the Scottish Government’s terms and conditions which will be provided to successful applicants.

As in previous years, it is not possible to carry over unused funding from 2010/11 to 2011/12.  Authorities awarded funding for 2010/11 should submit any outstanding claims by mid March at the latest.

If you have any queries about the application process or require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully

ANDREW G TAYLOR

Air Quality Policy Manager
LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT FUNDING 2011/12 – ANNEX

GENERAL BACKGROUND AND FINANCIAL MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS

1.
Local authorities should bear in mind that only projects associated with AQMA declaration or action planning work will be considered for funding.
Statutory Duties for Air Quality Management

2.
Under Section 82 of the Environment Act 1995, all local authorities are required to conduct regular review and assessment of air quality of their area against objectives which are set out in the Air Quality (Scotland) Regulations 2000 and the Air Quality (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2002, and with regard to the guidance issued by the Scottish Ministers for that purpose.

3.
Where a review and assessment finds that air quality objectives are not being achieved, or are not likely to be achieved within the relevant period, a local authority will be required (under Section 83 of the Act) to designate the area as an AQMA and (under Section 84) to produce an action plan outlining how it intends to work towards the objectives.

4.

Authorities that declare an AQMA will have to undertake a further assessment of air quality to supplement the air quality information within the AQMA.

Guidance for Local Authority Reviews and Assessments

5.

A revised and updated package of policy and technical guidance to help local authorities undertake local air quality management was published in February 2009.  

6.

The Scottish and UK Governments and the other devolved administrations have also established the following sources of information and advice for local authorities in relation to LAQM:

(a) The Air Quality Support Helpdesk – provides advice and support on all aspects of LAQM, including general review and assessment, action planning, monitoring, modelling and emissions inventories, replacing the previous separate helpdesks for these topics: 0800 0327953 or LAQMHelpdesk@uk.bureauveritas.com
(b) The Air Quality in Scotland website: www.scottishairquality.co.uk 

(c) The UK Air Quality Archive – http://www.airquality.co.uk  contains historical and current data from the UK National Air Quality Monitoring Network.

Pollutants of Concern for Local Authorities
7.

The revised Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, published in 2007, sets out objectives for nine pollutants, to be achieved by various dates.  

8.

For the purposes of their reviews and assessments under Part IV of the Environment Act 1995, local authorities are not required to monitor or assess ozone or polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs).  

9.

The revised Strategy introduced a new objective for PM2.5, but local authorities are not at the moment statutorily required to monitor or assess this pollutant.

Approval and Financial Monitoring of Funding

10.

Authorities in receipt of funding will be asked to provide the Scottish Government with six monthly and end of year progress reports detailing the expenditure incurred to date and the forecast outturn at the end of the financial year.  If it appears likely that slippage may occur then the recipient should notify the Scottish Government immediately.  

11.

It is also important that local authorities in receipt of funding submit payment claims, together with copies of invoices and other supporting documentation, at the end of each quarter for expenditure incurred during that quarter, as outlined in the terms and conditions.  Payment will be withheld from authorities failing to satisfy this requirement.  

12.

Local authorities should enclose any supporting documents, e.g. quotes from potential contractors, with their application form to assist the Scottish Government in considering the application.
General Information on the Project
Local authority name/address; name and telephone number of contact officer(s):

Will the work be associated with an existing, forthcoming or potential AQMA?

Purpose of application and description of project:


Does the project have any linkages to relatd policy areas  e.g. climate change, noise?
Technical Information
Monitoring Equipment

Which air pollutants will be monitored within the existing or potential AQMA(s)?

Description of air pollution monitoring equipment to be purchased: 

Brief description and characteristics of the existing or potential AQMA(s) where it is proposed to monitor:

Description of any associated expenditure being bid for related to monitoring equipment:

Emissions Inventories

Which pollutant(s) will the emission inventory cover?

Provide a brief description of the inventory work to be undertaken, including description and location of the existing or potential AQMA(s):

Please give details of databases, software and/or IT equipment which will be purchased or used by your authority.  Please state whether the work will be carried out by your authority or by an outside contractor on your behalf:

Dispersion Modelling

Please describe the air pollution dispersion modelling work to be undertaken and state which pollutants are to be modelled:

Description of area where emissions are to be modelled, including description and location of the existing or potential AQMA(s):  

Please give details of the modelling software and any IT equipment which will be purchased or used by your authority and whether the work will be carried out by your authority or by a contractor on your behalf:

Please give details of any monitoring equipment which will be used in association with your dispersion modelling.  Which pollutants will be monitored?

Additional Data or Other Information Required for AQMA and/or action planning work

Explanation of what additional data or other information is being bid for to contribute to your authority's AQMA work and/or action plan:

Please state whether the work will be carried out by your authority or by an outside contractor on your behalf:

Summary of AQMA/action planning funding applied for:

	Monitoring


	

	Emissions Inventory


	

	Modelling


	

	Other AQMA and/or action planning work


	

	TOTAL


	


Supporting information e.g. quotes from contractors should be included with the application.

Signature of Officer at the local authority………………………………………

Name of local authority…………………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………

