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Cleaner Air for Scotland

Scotland’s first distinct air quality strategy 

Series of actions across key policy areas to deliver further 

improvements to air quality over the coming years.  

National Modelling Framework (NMF, to provide evidence)

National Low Emissions Framework (NLEF, to provide transport 

appraisal to underpin business case) . 



CAFS year 1 update: 

examples of work 

Refreshed Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) system launched in 2016, with 

single annual progress report + publication of revised and updated Scottish policy 

guidance and UK wide technical guidance .

2016/17 funding support for LA LAQM to fund 13 new PM2.5 monitoring stations

Report into “Synergies and Tensions between Climate Change and Air Quality 

Actions” 

NMF city models for (pilot) Aberdeen, Dundee, Glasgow and Edinburgh 



CAFS progress report –

NMF in Glasgow



PfG and draft CCP

Programme for Government
‘We will take forward the actions set out in CAFS to reduce air pollution 

further. With the help of local authorities, we will identify and put in place 

the first low emission zone by 2018, creating a legacy on which other 

areas can build.’

Draft Climate Change Plan
Policy outcome 1: With local authorities and others, evaluate the scope for 

urban-wide low emission zones with a specific focus on CO2 emissions, as well 

as air pollution more generally.

Policy outcome 1, delivery route: Building on NLEF, we will establish read across 

to LEZs focusing on CO2 emissions.
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Energy security
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National Low Emission 

Framework (NLEF)

NLEF is a transport-focused science-led, evidence based appraisal 

process to enable local authorities to justify the business case for, and 

implement, a range of air quality improvement options related to 

transport. 

Vehicle Access Regulation Scheme (VARS) options include, but not 

limited to, LEZ.



Low Emission Zones (LEZ)

Low Emission Zones (LEZs) set minimum emission standards for 

access to a defined area. 

Local authorities already have powers to establish LEZs in their areas 

and set their own emissions standards and operating procedures; tie 

into NLEF to provide consistency



NLEF work in 

progress

Document structure and writing of 

draft chapters is well underway, with 

support from Atkins + NLEF steering 

group

Complete draft documents by end 

February

NLEF steering group with overseeing 

role



NLEF work in progress

• Associated tools being developed - cost benefit analysis tools

• Emission criteria for petrol (Euro 4) and diesel (Euro 6) to be 

confirmed

• Charging vehicles to enter the area Vs excluding those vehicles that 

do not meet the standards.

• Legislation drivers and LEZ enforcement powers (akin to 

decriminalised parking and bus lane enforcement).

• Role of Traffic Regulation Orders



NLEF work in progress

• Key local authority stakeholder engagement with transport, planning, 

and policy of all four major cities (Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, 

and Glasgow).

• Transport Scotland Director level involvement in delivery 

• Role of key partners including Traffic Commissioner, Scotland Excel, 

bus and freight industry

• Governance arrangements once NLEF is live

• Communications Strategy for LEZs in particular



NLEF work in progress

• Budget case for NLEF being developed – to support future Minister 

submission around cost of LEZs ( + future tie into existing funding 

such as BSOG and GBF)

• Key costs across:

 Civil engineering – design, procurement, construction, operation

 Back office engineering and resource 

 Retrofitting existing fleet

 New fleet 

 Communications 



Next steps

NLEF workshop – 30 January

NLEF consultation – end February

NLEF economic appraisal of LEZs –
end February target date

NLEF publication in summer
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