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11 February 2011
Dear Sir/Madam

AIR QUALITY SCHEME TO SUPPORT RETROFITTING OF LOCAL AUTHORITY VEHICLE FLEETS AND AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN MEASURES
In September 2007 the Scottish Government launched an air quality grant scheme to support local authorities in retrofitting vehicles operated by them with emissions reduction equipment.

The original aim of the scheme was to provide an additional tool for authorities to improve air quality as part of their statutory local air quality management responsibilities.  Grants are offered at a rate of 30% (70% for local authorities planning Low Emissions Zones) and a total budget of £1 million is available each financial year.

The scheme is operated in partnership with the Energy Saving Trust (EST).  EST has developed a register of approved suppliers and equipment which are eligible for funding under the scheme, details of which can be found at www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland  

In February 2009 the scope of this scheme was widened to make eligible for potential funding any measure that could be included in a local authority air quality action plan.  Such measures could include, but are not restricted to, promoting public transport, improved traffic management systems, city car clubs or establishment of Low Emission Zones.

Unlike the retrofitting element of the scheme, there is no fixed percentage of grant imposed at the outset and any applications will be considered on their individual merits.  The only criteria are that any measure for which funding is applied should be included in a final or draft action plan and is under the direct control of the local authority.

Local authorities are invited to submit funding applications for either or both elements of the scheme for 2011/12 using the attached forms.  All applications will be carefully assessed, both within the Scottish Government and independently, for feasibility, cost effectiveness, value for money, potential effects on local air quality and interrelationships with other measures in the action plan.

In 2011/12, due to budgetary constraints, priority will be given to applications relating to action plan measures although retrofitting applications will still be considered.

Supporting information e.g. quotes or other costings, background material etc. should be supplied where possible.  If the information provided is insufficient for the Scottish Government to make an informed decision on the merits of the application, the local authority concerned may be requested to provide further details.

Completed applications should be returned to me, preferably by email or otherwise at the above address, by 7 March 2011.  Successful applicants will be informed as soon as possible after this date.  Any authorities in receipt of funding for 2010/11 are reminded that this cannot be carried over to 2011/12 and should be claimed by the end of March.

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully

ANDREW G TAYLOR

Air Quality Policy Manager

APPLICATION FOR FUNDING TO SUPPORT AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN MEASURES – 2011/12

	Brief description of Air Quality Management Area and pollutants of concern


	

	Brief description of action plan – draft or final, how long it has been in place, achievements to date etc.


	

	Outline of measure(s) for which funding is sought


	

	Predicted effects on air quality of implementing measure and any linkages to related policy areas e.g. climate change, noise

	

	Timescale for implementation


	

	Estimated costs – ideally with supporting documentation where possible


	


Please return the completed form, preferably by email, to:

andrew.taylor2@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
or

Andrew Taylor

Scottish Government

Rural & Environment Directorate

Environmental Quality Division

Area 1-H(N)

Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

LOCAL AUTHORITY VEHICLE EMISSIONS REDUCTION GRANT SCHEME 2011/12 – APPLICATION FORM

Name of local authority: 

Contact name and details:

	Brief description of proposed project, including reasons for application and predicted benefits:



	Summary of local authority’s fleet – number & types of vehicles, whether owned or leased etc.



	Number & types of vehicles to be retrofitted as part of proposed project



	Details of equipment to be purchased with the funding



	Funding applied for (30% of total costs), including individual cost details of each element of the project



	Total costs of project




Please return completed form, preferably by email,  to:

Andrew Taylor

Scottish Government

Environmental Quality Division

Area 1-H(N)

Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ         andrew.taylor2@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

	Victoria Quay, Edinburgh  EH6 6QQ
www.scotland.gov.uk
	 



